Devon, Cornwall & West Somerset, Continental F/C.
Rules Updated Febuary 2022
1/  The name of the club shall be the  DEVON, CORNWALL, & WEST SOMERSET, CONTINENTAL F/C ( hereafter referred to in these rules as DCWSCFC ) with its headquarters being at the current secretaries address.
2/  The purpose of DCWSCFC shall be to promote and organise pigeon racing, and pigeon racing related functions for its members to participate in.
2.1/ DCWSCFC is a non profit making organisation and any assets or profits will be used for the purpose of pigeon racing and the promotion of pigeon racing in the local community, and pigeon related activities for its members such as, but limited to, organising pigeon shows, social gatherings and pigeon related events.
3/  Anyone whose loft is situated west of the following area coordinates shall be eligible to apply for membership of the DCWSCFC : Lyme Regis 50 . 7252N  2.9366W,  Chard 50 . 8698N  2.9633W,  Bridgwater Nature Reserve  51 . 2181  3 . 0593.
3.1/ If there is a dispute as to weather an application is within these areas it will be the responsibility of the person to produce the Council Tax or Business Rates for the relevant address, where the applicants loft is located. The committee at its discretion may decide its representative will visit the loft location for verification  purposes.
3.2/ The committees decision is final in any dispute as to whether an application is accepted as a member of the club and shall have to give no reason for refusing any application.
3.3/ If any member wishes to amend the boundaries of the DCWSCFC they must put a proposal to the annual general meeting, or a special general meeting called for the purpose. For the proposal to carry, two thirds of those present must vote in favour of the proposal.
SUBSCIPTIONS
4/ The annual subscription for full members shall be fixed at £40-00 until further notice. The annual general meeting shall have the power to increase on any season if it feels necessary for the clubs financial wellbeing.
4.1/ Any new applicant and all current members by paying their annual subscription agree to accept and abide by the rules of the club.
4.2/ DCWSCFC will have Associate members. To become an Associate member, applications must be made in a similar manner to someone applying to be a full member and the club will have the right to turn an application down without giving reason. To become an associate member the following criteria must be met :
a/ All associate members lofts are outside the boundaries of the DCWSCFC (rule 3 )
b/ They shall pay a reduced subscription, of £32-00 per season
c/ Associated members may attend meetings but have no voting rights.
d/ They can send their birds to all DCWSCFC races, but they will be classed as trainers and not be able to compete in any DCWSCFC races or specials.
e/ Any person whose loft is within the boundaries of DCWSCFC ( as listed in rule 3 ) can not apply to be a n associated member, any such person can apply to become a Full Member
5/ With the exception of the secretary all officers must be members of the DCWSCFC.
6/ There shall be an annual general meeting ( AGM ) held once a year. The date and time of the AGM will be posted on the DCWSCFC web site which is http://www.dcwsflyingclub.com/, and on the bottom of all race entry sheets issued by the club. The business to be conducted shall be the adoption of accountes, election of officers, the consideration of any alterations of the rules of DCWSCFC and any general business of DCWSCFC.
7/ At any General or special meeting of the club there must be a quorum of members present at the commencement of the meeting of at least ten members or 10% of the membership at the time whichever is the lesser, ( not including associate members ) the meeting cannot proceed without one
8/ At any meeting where a vote is taken, the result will be decided by simple majority ( except where specified differently in the rules ).
9/ Any member wishing to alter or add to the rules may propose such amendments or additions giving not less than 28 days notice in writing to the secretary prior to the AGM. Such notice shall specify the alteration or addition to the rules, Any such proposal to amend the rules shall be posted on the club website at least 14 days prior to the meeting.
10/ DCWSCFC welcome applications for membership from within our boundary and will ensure all applicants receive the same consideration, regardless of gender, age, marital status, race or origin, colour, disability, sexual orientation
11/ All applications to join DCWSCFC shall be in writing to the secretary with confirmation that the applicant will accept and abide by the rules of DCWSCFC and that they will access the DCWSCFC website to see all notifications regarding the AGM and news updates and understand that this and email, if the member has an email account, will be the method the club will use to communicate with members. The application will be circulated to the committee members of the DCWSCFC and a simple vote of officers shall decide on application. It shall be the members responsibility to download from the website the necessary forms required to race their  birds.
12/ DCWSCFC shall have a banking account and / or a building society account and / or a post office account or an equivalent account, where possible all payment shall be made by cheque signed by two Officers of the Club one of whom shall be the Secretary/Treasurer 
13/ The Chairman at her/his discretion may communicate with each member of the committee by phone or email, on any matter that requires an urgent decision of the committee. Once the Chairman has an overall consensus the Chairman may proceed as agreed by the majority. The Chairman must inform the committee by email of the majority position and the decision made as a result within 7 days of making any decision.
14/ A copy of the club rules shall be posted on the club website.
15/ Committee meetings during the season, outside of general meetings and the AGM, can be held by just the Chairman and Secretary. If necessary, an email, or postal vote will follow for the members to vote.
16/ DCWSCFC shall have several marking stations designated by the committee of the club. The Committee shall have the power to approve or reject any application to run a marking station such decision shall be made by majority vote. Any such application shall be made in writing submitted by the prospective I/C or marking station representative, with reason as to why a new marking station should be approved and providing details of the facilities available and the name of the person who will be the I/C and if different the name of the person who will be the committee representative for the marking station.
17/ If any such application is rejected the club shall not give a reason for the rejection. The Officers may accept an application with certain conditions, for example it may ask the new marking station to deliver their birds to a pre-arranged pick up point to transfer marked birds to the DCWSCFC transporter.
18/ If during the racing season a marking station becomes uneconomical for the club ( or if prior to the season this becomes apparent ) through a lack of members using its facility, any member of the committee ( including the Chairman ) shall refer their concern to the Chairman. The Chairman shall have the power to call a meeting of the committee or use the powers conferred on him to discuss the possible closure of the marking station. If the committee decide that a marking station should close, the Chairman shall take the necessary steps to close the station immeediatly. Those members who had used it in any of the 4 weeks in the current season prior to it being closed will be informed of their nearest marking station.
RACE MARKING
19/ Any member , Full or Associate, sending Trainers must provide to the marking station they use, a race sheet with all birds listed being sent, stating ring number, colour and sex and must carry a race rubber to the race, unless they carry an ETS ring, failure to do so will result in their birds being turned away.
20/ The counterfoil of the rubber ring placed on race pigeons must be sealed in an envelope for each individual member not using ETS immediately after marking. And ETS sheets/race sheets must be kept stored securely by the I/C. The I/C must complete a summary sheet with details of each loft, the amount of birds for each individual  member and the cost of 50p £1-00  and £5-00 noms for each individual members, with a summary total for each. At the end of each race marking, he I/C shall place in an envelope all sheets/envelopes for each loft sent including none-members and the completed summary sheet. The I/C shall seal the envelope and sign and date over the seal flap of the envelope. The envelope to be passed to the transport driver when the driver collects the birds. Each marking station  ( I/C ) when sending in their result will send a cheque for the total amount of birdage and noms and any specials for the race result. If a marking station has no result to send but sent birds and has a payment to be made, the marking station will send their payment in as if they had a race result. If there is an underpayment the marking station will be sent the following week with their next return a separate cheque to cover the error. The result for any race will not be published until payment has been received from every marking station, in such event the secretary will email  members to tell them the reason for the result delay specifying the marking station that failed to make payment.
21/ The result of each race shall be posted on the club website and the secretary shall email the result to each member who supplies an email address. Full ring details of birds winning prizes must be shown in the result of each race including actual flying times and velocities.
22/ Club races shall close at 220 yards per minute 
23/ When clocks / ETS systems are read, each marking station will post to the Secretary by first class post no later than two working days after the closure of each race, each members time, including race rubbers, clock dials/ print outs and ETS arrival sheets e.g race closed Saturday, posted no later than last post Tuesday, race closed Sunday no later than last post Wednesday etc.
24/ Each marking station on marking night may charge an admin fee of no more than £1-00 per loft sending on the night, to cover the administration costs of running the station e.g postage ect. The marking station may keep this fee and it shall not be recorded on the summary sheet returned to the Secretary.
Signed
Chairman                                                                 Date
Secretary                                                                  Date   
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